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Nashville Ml[llSt[’y Tempts Children to Try Morallty

Children Earn $10 Fach by Learning, Reciting Ten Commandments

By Bozny Ross Je.

Assorsa I.L a ‘l-"l £

MASHVILLE—George HI:II:;:. belioves
the nation has lost its conscience, and he
pkins ko do something about it—one child
vl S1020 & fimee.

The Thyear-sdd relired fower shop
owmeT has startil 3 minisiry our of his
lomie chat with the help of donations puys
children $10 each to menoskes and recite
ik Tea Conmandments.

Eeller zaid nearly 7000 children na-
orveide have Laken advantage of che offer
over Lhe pass five years, He hopes eventus
illy to persuade 10 million children to par-
ticipate.

“*When 1 say 10 milkon., you sy that's
crazy,” Belley sid, “Well, 5 v haoe &
armsall dresn, nobody pays any sttention o
i.”

Betley's project was born i 1997 altera
pari-tinse eook killed seven workors a8t
three Tennessee mosisurants—a siring of
slayimgrs thal shocked the Mashville anea,
Eelley points to those  killings—along
with reporis of violenee by leenagers
Againzt teenagers—as ovidence thal many
young peophe don'l understand right from

WIDDE.

*Kida were running argund shooting
cach other for tennis shaes and jackeis,”
b= saiel,

Felley and his wite, Marion, started the
Ten Commandments Projecl with help
from fricnds, The Eelleps, both Preshyle-
rians, felt children who memosieed the
Ten Commanelments might chink about
that anclenl moral code when tempted Lo
lie, steal or get invobved 0 other wrong
ik
Al first ihe Kellews weps conceimod
ghout hosw (hey would pay for the effarl,
but zupporters starled sending donations
of 513 ta 10,000, and o wealtly friend
promized b help when nesled. Every
fime The bank aocount gol kew, “soanchody
wold soned some money in” George Kels
Lay =aiil,

To qualify for the $10, children must he
16 or voungesr, lve in the Uniled States
amul rexite the commanidmenls Lo a paston,
rabhi, pricsl, teacher or ofher “mshi.
riged” adull wilness, The wilness 1hen
=t swesr L having heard the child's
recitation by sipning an affiavil forim that
can be downloaded from the ministry’s
Wb zile (werutlencomoiandmenizpo.

Sl arg).

“}n; sthorized witness is not a rela-
tivee,” Keliy sald, “They would be inclined
b Fudge @ lida,”

Brian Bungs, a Lutheran pastor in
Hlouston, ks the profect while
sarfing the Web, He brought the idea to
&1 Mark Latheran Schood in Houston,
whete imope than 100 students participat-
ed and carped their mondy during the fall.
Many planned to dopate the money le
necdy children in Zimbabwe.

“The Ten Commandments ane The Lusls
of moral law for human bedngs, ﬂ‘pﬁ‘ultﬁ
of what your perspective §8," Bunge safid,
“The moee klﬁ that knaw them, the mope
ey ke how bo e,

Angela Gloona, 2a 1lyearold Gfh
prader st the Lutheran school, called the
G100 pevmmenl “a big incentive” and joked
that a simitlar offer on all ler studias would
make her 4 millionaine,

Aboul 500 students al David Lipecomb
Elementary, 3 Church of Chiisd school fn
Mashwille, memorized the commandments
last wear, then gave thelr checks o 5L
Jude Children's Rescarch Hospital in
Meimnphis.

The Kelbeys concede that some chibidoen

Geargn Kelley poses with one of the many
copies of Lhe Ten Commandesents that
athoim his house in Hashyillle.

will participate simply for he exciteiment
of recelving o Jetter and check'in the nadl,
However, they have Bk that the young
peaple will remember the lesson el after
the imomey is gone,

“Wie hope someday that it won't e (he
F10 that's important, but that they'll have
ﬁwll-::'- word in their heart,” Marion Kelley
SN



